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In John 15:8 Jesus said, “Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”   It is God’s 
desire that every Christian become a fruitful (spiritually pro-
ductive) disciple of Jesus Christ.  To become fruitful Chris-
tians we must first grow and mature; and to grow and mature, 
we must be well-planted.  
 
This Bible study is designed to address some important 
truths that will help you get planted as a Christian.  As you 
work through the study, keep in mind that God expects us to 
be hearers and doers of His Word (James 1:22).  As you 
study and obey these truths you will find yourself getting 
planted and thus better situated for spiritual growth. 
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   Getting Planted 
    Assurance of Salvation 
 
 
Assurance of salvation is vital to the spiritual grounding of 
every believer.  If the enemy of our souls can cause us to 
doubt our salvation, he can effectively limit our productivity 
for Christ.  Doubts bring fear, and fear brings spiritual paraly-
sis.  The assurance of your salvation will serve as a solid  
anchor for your soul when the storms of fear and doubt 
come. 
 

Is it Possible to Know I am Saved? 
Many people feel it is presumptuous or even arrogant 
to claim assurance of personal salvation.  Is this 
something we can really know for sure? 

 
According to I John 5:13, why were these things  
written?        
 
In II Timothy 1:12, Paul said, “I    whom I have 
believed, and am      that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him…” 

 

How Can I Be Sure I am Saved? 
There are many ways you can know for sure that you 
are completely and forever saved from the penalty of 
sin. 
 
The Father’s Promise (Read Romans 10:13) 
Calling on the name of the Lord involves 1) trusting 
Jesus and what He did on the cross to save you from 
your sin and 2) asking Him for that salvation. 
Have you called on the name of the Lord?    
 
If so, what does God promise to do?    
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According to Titus 1:2 what can God not do? 
    
 
The Son’s Power (Read Hebrews 7:25) 
What is Jesus able to do for you if you have come to 
God through Him?       
 
Why is He able to do this?      
         
 
The Spirit’s Presence (Read Galatians 4:4-6) 
When a person becomes a son of God through faith, 
where does the Spirit come to dwell? 

          
 

The Spirit assures us we are God’s children, convicts 
us of sin, and helps us do right. 
 

What if I Sin After I am Saved? 
This is an important question since God never prom-
ises we will be made perfect before we get to Heaven.  
If we sin after we believe on Christ, do we need to be 
saved again?  The answer lies in the difference be-
tween my relationship to God and my fellowship with 
God.  Relationship involves my connection to God 
through spiritual birth.  Fellowship involves the joy and 
closeness of that relationship.   
 
According to John 3:3 and 1:12, believers are born 
spiritually into the family of God.  Since God is my  
Father and I am His child, He will never leave me or 
forsake me!  This relationship, just like my physical  
relationship to my earthly father, is permanent. 
 

 Though I cannot lose my “blood relationship” to my 
 earthly father, I can act in such a way that hinders 
 good fellowship with him.  The same is true with my  

heavenly Father.  Though I do not cease to be His  
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child, my sin grieves my Father and hinders my fellow-
ship with Him. 
 
According to I John 1:8, do Christians sin?   
 
According to I John 1:9, what should I do if I sin? 
     

 

Can My Salvation Ever be Lost? 
Assurance of our salvation comes when we properly 
understand our “security” as believers. 
 
Can I Lose My Salvation? 
According to I Peter 1:5 by whose power are we kept 
unto salvation?    
 

 Can Other People Take My Salvation From Me? 
According to John 10:28-30 what can no man do to 
us?         

 
 Can Circumstances Take My Salvation From Me? 

According to Romans 8:35-39 what is it that our cir-
cumstances can never separate us from?   
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Discussion Questions 
 
1.  Are you sure you are saved? 
 
2.  Do you remember when you accepted Christ as your  
 Savior? (If you have not already done so, write this 
 date in your Bible!  This will help if Satan attacks you 
 with doubts.) 
 
3.  Can you describe where you were, who you were with, or 
 any other details about your salvation decision. 
 
4.  Does salvation mean you are sinless? 
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 Getting Planted 
  Baptism 
 
 

Baptism is a very special event both for the individual as well 
as the local church.  Through the symbolism of baptism, the 
new believer publicly identifies himself with Jesus Christ.   
Hebrews 6:1 includes baptism in a list of foundational truths 
necessary for proper growth.  It is impossible for a believer to 
be properly “planted” without first taking this special step. 
 

What Does the Word Baptize Mean? 
The Bible word “baptize” means “to submerge or  
immerse.”  As a result, it is used to describe a close  
relationship to or identification with something.  This is 
why the Bible speaks of a spiritual baptism in addi-
tion to water baptism. 
 
According to Romans 6:3, with Whom have believers 
been identified (baptized into)?    

I Corinthians 12:13 refers to the same baptism 
when it states we were baptized into Christ’s 
  . 

 

What is the Significance of Water Baptism? 
Water baptism is important because it pictures our 
spiritual baptism into (identification with) Christ  
mentioned above. 
 
It Pictures our Union with Christ’s Death / Burial. 
What does our identification with Christ’s death make 
us dead to according to Romans 6:2?    

 
It Pictures our Union with Christ’s Resurrection. 
According to Romans 6:4, our identification with 
Christ means we should walk in            . 
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Important Note:  Baptism is a picture of the salvation 
that has already occurred in your life.  It does not save 
you. 

 
According to Acts 16:30-31, what must a person do to 
be saved?        

 
Was the thief on the cross who put his faith in Christ 
baptized (Luke 23:40-43)?    
 
The overwhelming testimony of the Bible is that 
salvation is by faith in Christ, not baptism.  Any 
verse that seems to say otherwise must be interpreted 
in the light of the rest of Scripture. 
 

Why Should I be Baptized? 
If baptism is not necessary for our eternal salvation, 
why should we be baptized? 
 
Baptism is a Public Testimony of My Salvation. 
Based on the significance of baptism, it should be clear 
that every believer should be baptized to give public 
testimony of personal salvation. 
 
Baptism is a Command from My Lord. 
According to Matthew 28:19 what is the church  
commanded to do to those who receive the Gospel? 
         
 
In Acts 10:48, how did Peter communicate the need to 
be baptized?       

 
Read John 14:21-24.  According to v. 21,  what does 
keeping of Christ’s commands reveal?    

 

How Should I Be Baptized? 
 Not all religious groups practice the same mode of  

baptism.  Some sprinkle, some pour,  and others  
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immerse.  Which is Biblical? 
 

Which mode best fits the biblical definition of baptism 
given at the beginning of this lesson?   
 [] Sprinkle     [] Pour     [] Immerse  

 
Read Romans 6:1-4.  Which mode best pictures the 
believer’s death, burial, and resurrection in Christ? 
 [] Sprinkle     [] Pour     [] Immerse  

 
Read Acts 8:38.  Which mode best connects with the 
need for both men to go down into the water? 
 [] Sprinkle     [] Pour     [] Immerse  

 
For these reasons, what is the biblical mode of  
baptism?  []  sprinkling  [] pouring  []  immersion 
 

When Should I be Baptized? 
While some are baptized as infants, others wait until 
long after salvation.  When should baptism occur? 

 
Note the timing of baptism in each of the following 
verses, Acts 2:41; 8:12; 8:36-38; 10:43-48; 18:8. 

 
According to these verses, did baptism occur before or 
after personal faith in Christ for salvation?   

 
Since a baby cannot exercise personal faith, should a 
baby be baptized?   
 
According to these verses, how soon were people bap-
tized after receiving Christ as Savior?   

 
Remember, if you were not baptized soon after your 
salvation, it is never too late to obey! 
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Discussion Questions 
 
1. Have you been baptized according to the Scriptures? 
 
2. What are some reasons a person might refuse to be  
  baptized? 
 
3.  Are these reasons valid Biblically? 
 
4. Do you believe God will bless a person who refuses to  
  follow His command to be baptized? 
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 Getting Planted 
 Local Church Membership 
 
 

All believers have been placed into the spiritual body of 
Christ (often called the “universal church”).  The emphasis in 
the New Testament, however, is on the local manifestations 
of that body in individual churches.  God never intended for 
you to grow in isolation.  Rather, He desires for you to be 
planted in the soil of a local church where you can grow with 
other believers. 
 

What is the Church? 
The word “church” means “a called out assembly”.  
Therefore, the church is a local assembly of believers 
who have been called out by God to be His people.  
The word “church” refers to the people, not to their 
building. 
 
Read Acts 11:22-26.  What two cities are mentioned 
as having a church?                       
 
What pictures does God use to describe the church? 
 I Corinthians 12:25     

This emphasizes the interconnectedness of the 
members of a local church. 

 
 Ephesians 2:20-22     

This emphasizes the spiritual ministry of the 
church in bringing God glory. 

 

How Important is the Church? 
The answer to this question can be found in the value 
that God places on the church. 
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According to Acts 20:28, what did God do for the 
church?        
 
According to Ephesians 5:25 what two things did  
Jesus do for the church?             

 
According to I Corinthians 3:16-17 what will God do 
to those who defile His temple (church)?    

 
According to Hebrews 10:25 what should I not for-
sake?         
 

Why do Churches Have an Official Membership? 
Is it not enough to simply attend a church, or even 
several churches?  Is the concept of church member-
ship biblical? 
 
Additions to the Church Imply Membership. 

According to Acts 2:41, about how many were 
added to the church at Jerusalem?   
 

Business in the Church Implies Membership. 
Read Acts 6:1-5.  Apparently, there were rec-
ognized members of the church who were able 
to help make the decisions of the church. 
 

 Discipline from the Church Implies Membership. 
Read I Corinthians 5:1-5, 13.  What was the 
church to do with the believer living in  
immorality?       
 

What are the Prerequisites to Church Membership? 
The local church is not a human organization, but a 
spiritual organism.  Two spiritual prerequisites must be 
fulfilled before a one can properly join a local church. 

 
According to Acts 2:41, what two things were true of 
those added to the church?       
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Why is Salvation Important?   
The church is a local manifestation of the body 
of Christ.  Therefore, its members must be a 
part of the spiritual body of Christ. 

 
Why is Baptism Important? 

Baptism is a public testimony of one’s identifica-
tion with Christ through salvation.  Unwilling-
ness to be baptized makes one’s claim of  
salvation suspect. 
 

What are the Benefits of Joining a Church? 
Joining a local church family has tremendous benefits 
for the Christian.  The following are just some of the 
important opportunities a local church provides. 

 
Instruction:  According to Acts 2:42, what did the 

Apostles give that the new believers continued in? 
     
 
Fellowship:  According to the end of Acts 2:46, what 

did believers do with their new family in Christ? 
     
 
Worship:  According to Acts 2:47 what were these 

believers doing in the temple?     
 
Ministry:  According to Acts 2:44-45, what did  
 believers do for those who had need?   
          
 
Evangelism:  According to Acts 1:8, what were the 

Apostles (and church) to be?     
 
Accountability:  According to Matthew 18:17 who 

should finally address a sinning brother?   
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Discussion Questions 
 
1.  Have you taken steps to officially join a local church? 
 
2. Is the following statement Biblical? - “I don’t need church  
 because I can worship God on my own.” 
 
3.  Is the local church made up of perfect people? 
 
4. What is the role of the church toward people who are  
 suffering?  Discouraged?  Disobedient to God? 
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 Getting Planted 
  Discipleship 
 
 

Your decision to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior 
and Lord has started you on a life-changing journey.  It is a 
journey that will continue until you arrive in Heaven.  The 
road will be full of joy...and sorrow.  It will often be difficult, 
yet it is one which ends with great reward!  Christ has not 
only called you to salvation, He has also called you to walk 
with Him, learn from Him, and become like Him in every area 
of your life.  This lesson will help you understand what the 
Bible says about the life of discipleship. 
 

What is a Disciple? 
 In the culture of Bible times, men would gather around 
 a teacher to learn from him.  In fact, the word “disciple” 
 as it is used in the New Testament means “learner”.   
 In addition to learning and following their teachings, 
 disciples would seek to be like their master. 
 
 According to Luke 5:33, who else besides Jesus had 
 disciples?        
 

Who are Disciples of Jesus? 
 While Jesus ministered on earth, He selected twelve 
 men to be His disciples.  These men followed Him and 
 learned His teachings.  However,  these were not the 
 only disciples Jesus had or would have. 
 
 According to Acts 6:1, what was multiplied?   
          
 
 Acts 11:26 states, “And the     were 
 called          first in Antioch.”   
 (Every Christian is a disciple!) 
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What does Being a Disciple of Jesus Involve? 
If we are disciples of Jesus, then we should live as His 
disciples.  But what does this involve? 

 
It Involves Learning Jesus’ Teachings 
According to Matthew 11:29, Jesus said, “take my 
yoke upon you and     .” 
 
According to Matthew 28:20, what is the church to 
teach new disciples?      
 
It Involves Obeying Jesus’ Teachings / Commands 
Read Luke 6:46-49.  According to these verses, Je-
sus expects obedience from those who follow Him. 
 
According to v. 47-48, a person who obeys Jesus 
teachings is said to be like a man who builds his 
house upon what?    
 
According to verse 49, a person who hears but does 
not obey Jesus, is like a man who builds a house on 
what?    
 
It Involves Following Jesus’ Example 
Read John 13:12-15.  According to v. 15, what did 
Jesus give to His disciples when He humbly washed 
their feet?    
 
According to Matthew 10:25, it is enough for a disciple 
to be “     .” 
 

What does Discipleship Cost? 
One thing about discipleship is clear: this journey will 
cost us.  We must be willing to sacrifice if need be in 
order to faithfully follow our Lord and Master. 
 
Read Luke 14:26-33. 
We must be Willing to Sacrifice Relationships. 
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Jesus used the word “hate” in v. 26 to tell us that our 
love and devotion to Him must be much greater than 
our love and devotion to any earthly relationship.   
 
List three relationships you may have to sacrifice to be 
Christ’s disciple.       
 
We must be Willing to Sacrifice our Lives. 
According to v. 26, Jesus ended his list by saying, 
“yea, and his     also…” 
 
We must love the life He has planned for us more than 
the life we have planned for ourselves! 
 
We must be Willing to Sacrifice our Pleasure. 
According to v. 27, what must disciples of Jesus bear?
     
 
In Luke 9:23, Jesus said, “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself…” 
 
We must be Willing to Sacrifice our Possessions. 
According to v. 33, what must disciples of Jesus for-
sake?      
 
This does not necessarily mean that Jesus wants you 
to get rid of all you have.  The point is that we must not 
let our possessions hinder us from following Christ. 
 

Is Being a Disciple of Jesus Worth the Cost? 
 After hearing what it costs to follow Jesus, you may 
 wonder if it is worth it!  Jesus assures us it will be! 

 
Read Luke 18:28-30.  According to v. 30, what will 
those who sacrifice receive in this life?    
 
According to v. 30 what will they inherit in the world to 
come?      
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Discussion Questions 
 
1. Are you willing to learn and follow the teachings and  
 commands of Jesus? 
 

2.  Are you willing to follow the example of Jesus? 
 

3.  Are you willing to follow Jesus even if doing so were to 
 cost you important relationships? 
 

4.  Are you willing to set your life aside in order to gain the 
 life Jesus has for you? 
 

5.  Are you willing to set aside your pleasure in order to obey 
 and follow Jesus? 
 

6.  Are you willing to give up any of your possessions (if He 
 directs you to) in order to follow Jesus? 
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 Getting Planted 
  Spiritual Victory 
 
 

According to Colossians 1:13, you have been taken from the 
power of darkness and placed into the kingdom of light.  
Since you have not been taken out of this world and into 
heaven, you are still in enemy territory.  While ultimate victory 
is certain, there are still enemies and temptations to face.  An 
important part of becoming a strong Christian is knowing who 
your spiritual enemies are and learning how to defeat them. 
 

Who are Our Enemies? 
 To be unaware of our spiritual enemies, is to be  
 vulnerable to their attack.  The following are three  
 enemies that can lead us to sin against God. 
 
 The Devil  
 The Devil (Satan) is the enemy of God.  Though he 
 began as an high and holy angel, he was lifted up in 
 pride and rebellion.  Since his fall he has sought to 
 corrupt and destroy God’s people.   
 
 According to I Peter 5:8, what does the Devil walk 
 around like?        
 
 According to the same verse, what does he want to do 
 to believers?        
 
 The World 
 In the Bible, the word “world” often refers to  
 unrighteous philosophies, principles, and ways of  
 living that are motivated by Satan and expressed in 
 the culture of ungodly people. 
 
 According to James 4:4, what does friendship with the 
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 world make us?       
 
 According to I John 2:16, the world involves the lust 
 (strong desire) of the   , the lust of the  
   , and the    of life. 
 
 The Flesh 
 The flesh is the old sin principle that is connected to 
 your body.  The body’s lusts (strong desires) often 
 lead us astray. 
   
 According to Galatians 5:17, what does the flesh do 
 against the Spirit?       
 
 According to I Peter 2:11, what do fleshly lusts do to 
 the soul?        
 

How do We Get Victory Over Our Enemies? 
 Though we are no match for these enemies, we can 
 gain the victory over them through Christ. 
 
 General Principles  
 Ultimate victory is sure.  The world, the flesh, and 
 the Devil, will all be completely defeated in the end. 
 
 You are not alone.  According to I Corinthians 
 10:13, no temptation has taken you but “such as is  
    to man.”  
  
 You do not have to fail.  According to I Corinthians 
 10:13, what will God provide?     
  
 You must stay alert and prayerful.  According to  
 Matthew 26:41, the disciples were to watch and pray 
 lest they should what?      
  
 Victory Against the Devil 
 I Peter 5:9, tells us to resist the Devil. 
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 Read Matthew 4:1-11.  How did Jesus resist the devil 
 when He was tempted?      
 
 Read Ephesians 6:10-17.  According to v. 11, what 
 should we put on as we stand against (resist) the devil? 
          
 
 Victory Against the World   
 Have faith.  According to I John 5:4, what does faith 
 do?         
  
 According to II Peter 3:10-12, what do we believe will 
 happen to this world (with its pleasures, pride, and 
 possessions)?       
 
 Be transformed.  According to Romans 12:2, we 
 should be transformed by      . 
  This focus on being transformed by knowing and 
  applying God’s truth helps us not be conformed 
  to the world (pressed into its mold). 
 
 Victory Against the Flesh 
 Know the Truth 
 According to Romans 6:11, what two things should you 
 reckon (believe to be true) about your life? 
          
 
 Yield your Body 
 According to Romans 6:13, what should we not yield 
 as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin?   
 (eyes for lusting, mouth for gossip, body for immorality) 
 
 According to Romans 6:13, we should yield our  
 members as instruments of         unto God. 
 
Though everyday will be a battle, you can learn to live in vic-
tory over the world, the flesh, and the devil.  However, you 
must never forget that the victory comes through Christ! 
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Discussion Questions 
 
1.  Why do you think God does not take us immediately to be 
 with Him, but rather allows us to face temptation? 
 

2.  How does the temptation of Eve in the Garden of Eden 
 connect with the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, 
 and the pride of life? (Gen. 3:1-6)  
 

3.  What makes the flesh such a stubborn and difficult  
 enemy? 
 

4.  How is Christ connected to the ultimate defeat of the 
 world, the flesh, and the Devil? 
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